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the colonies were empty. Vast supplies of raw material were
required for our industrial machinery, and vast supplies of food
for our industrial workers. Furthermore, these industries needed
ever-expanding markets for their products. If our overseas
possessions vere developed they could absorb surplus popula-
tion, and send home foodstuffs and raw materials in return for
British manufactured goods. The hindrances to this comple-
mentary system were two. (i) So long as people could get land
free in the colonies, they would take it up without any real
intention of developing it, nor was the necessary labour avail-
able on the spot. (2) The poorest class, members of which
would benefit most by being transplanted into a new country,
were just those who could not afford the cost of emigration. If
the Government sold the land instead of making free grants, it
would acquire a fund with which to assist emigration, and
everybody would be better off.
§ 299. advance australia !—The first colony to be devel-
oped on these lines was Australia. We have seen in an earlier
chapter (§ 241) how that subcontinent came to be used as a
dumping-place for convicts. Not all of those sent out were
criminals in the usual sense of the word; for the laws in those
days were so severe that a person might be sentenced to trans-
portation for quite a trivial offence—even for such actions as
that of the " Dorchester Labourers " (§ 288). Most of them
remained as free settlers when their sentences expired; and
when Captain MacArthur, an officer of the garrison, discovered
splendid pasturage beyond the Blue Mountains at the back of
Sydney, the colony of New South Wales began to thrive. He
imported fine merino sheep from the Cape, and interested the
wool manufacturers of Yorkshire in this new source of supply
for their raw material.
But many who might have emigrated were deterred by the
idea of settling among ex-convicts, and in 1835 Wakefield
planned a new settlement that should be free from the " taint."
He intended that " South Australia " should be self-governing

